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1. The numeration systems of ancient men were very
simple, when men first developed the idea of numbers,
they probably held up fingers to express numbers to
each ‘other. Some primitive tribes today still use
fingers for counting from 1 to 5. They have different

- ways of counting beyond 5. In one tribe, for example
a person counts to 5 on the fingers of his left hand
He points to his left wrist for 6 and his left elbow for
7. He counts to higher numbers by pointing to stil}
other parts of his body.

Early numeration system often used tally marks.
* The number three might be written with vertical marks
IIT or with horizontal marks =

=

The New Book of knowledge pa. 389,
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passage formed between them. A quantity of sand
(or occasionally of mercury) is enclosed in the
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bulbs and the size of the passage is so proportain
that this sand will completely run through from one
bulb to another in the time it is desired to measure
e. g. an hour or a minute. Instruments of this
kind, which have no great pretensions to occuracy,
were formly comman in churches — (Encyclopaedia
Britannica 11—P. 754.)
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